
Concerto by Ingolf Dahl 
Concerto for Alto Saxophone and Wind Orchestra, commissioned and premiered 
by Sigurd Rascher in 1949, is Dahl’s most frequently performed composition. 
The original work written at Rascher’s request was twenty-six minutes long, in-
cluded extensive use of the altissimo (high) register, and was scored for a full 
concert band. Dahl’s first revision in 1953 changed the instrumentation from con-
cert band to orchestral winds, rewrote the last movement, and simplified the 
saxophone part. The simplification included options for playing the piece in a 
lower tessitura, eliminating the need to use altissimo. From 1957 to 1959 Dahl 
revised the piece again, this time shortening the piece from twenty-six minutes 
to nineteen minutes by cutting out extended sections in the second and third 
movements. 

Ingolf Dahl (1912-1970) was born Walter Ingolf Marcus in Hamburg, Germany. He 
emigrated to the United States in 1939, where he adopted the name Ingolf Dahl 
based on his original middle name and his mother’s maiden name. Dahl settled 
in Los Angeles where he joined a community of European American composers, 
including Darius Milhaud, Arnold Shoenberg, and Igor Stravinsky. He lied about 
his about his heritage, claiming to be of Swedish birth and stating that he moved 
to America a year earlier than he actually did. In 1943, Dahl legally changed his 
name and became a naturalized U.S. citizen. In 1945, he joined the faculty of the 
University of Southern California in Los Angeles where he taught for the rest of 
his life and is remembered as an American composer, pianist, conductor, and 
educator. Source: totheforepublishers.com
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Picnic on the Marne (1984)  Ned Rorem   
 I.    Driving from Paris (b. 1923)
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 IV.  Vermouth
 V.    A Tense Discussion
 VI.  Making Up
 VII. The Ride Back to Town
 
Sonate in C sharp Minor (1943) Fernande Decruck   
 I.    Très modéré, expressif (1896-1954)
 II.   Andante
 III. Fileuse
 IV.  Nocturne et Final
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Out of this World (2013)  David Maslanka  
  (1943-2017)
                                                 Ashlee Booth, cello

Concerto (1948)   Ingolf Dahl 
 I.   Recitative (1912-1970) 
 II.  Passacaglia
 III. Rondò alla marcia

Picnic on the Marne by Ned Rorem
Picnic on the Marne is a programmatic work that describes a couple’s trip to the 
Marne, a river in east central France, to have a picnic. The composer states:
“On June 30, 1956 I visited the southeastern suburbs of Paris with another person. 
These pieces recollect that afternoon, 109 seasons later.”

The piece begins with the drive to the Marne. The second movement depicts 
the river itself. The third is a dance and the fourth is a drink. The fifth movement 
portrays an argument between the two people, with the saxophonist “always hot 
and free” and the pianist “always cold and strict.” The sixth movement represents 
the making up of the two people and the final movement is the drive back home. 
Picnic on the Marne was commissioned by the Concert Artists Guild for John Harle. 
The work was premiered on February 14, 1984 at Carnegie Hall by John Harle on 
alto saxophone and John Lenehan on piano. 

Ned Rorem (b. 1923) is an American composer and diarist. Rorem studied at the 
American Conservatory of Music, Northwestern University, the Curtis Institute 
in Philadelphia, and Julliard. Rorem composed operas and symphonies, works 
for orchestra, chamber groups, choral, and solo instruments, and is known for 
composing in a chromatic tonal idiom. He is most well-known for his four-hundred 
art songs. Rorem has won multiple awards, most notably the 1976 Pulitzer for Music. 
As a diarist, Rorem gained some notoriety through his publication of The Paris 
Diary of Ned Rorem in 1966. This work is an honest account about his homosexual 
encounters. Source: Grove Music Online



Sonate in C# Minor by Fernande Decruck
Sonate in C# Minor for alto saxophone or viola is Decruck’s most well-known 
piece. While Decruck dedicated the composition to saxophonist Marcel Mule, its 
origins remain a mystery. The music includes two solo parts, one for saxophone 
and one for viola. The dedication suggests that the piece was originally written for 
saxophone, but the inclusion of the viola line in the piano score suggests the piece 
was written for viola first. Most of the differences between the two solo parts are 
small, but the saxophone score leaves out or changes multiple notes to account for 
breathing and other tendencies of the instrument. This can be a challenge when 
rehearsing with piano since none of the omissions or changes are noted in the 
piano score. The Decruck Sonate is written in the style of the Romantic Era. The 
piece also follows the standard sonata format; a sonata-form opening movement, a 
slow second movement, a movement entitle “Fileuse” (spinning song) substituting 
for the traditional scherzo, and a rondo-like finale. 

Fernande Decruck (1896-1954) was a French composer who wrote over forty works 
for the saxophone. Decruck studied organ and composition at the Conservtoire 
de Paris. While there, she won prizes in harmony, fugue, counterpoint, and piano 
accompaniment. Fernande Decruck married Maurice Decruck, a clarinetist, 
saxophonist, and double-bassist for the New York Philharmonic. Together they 
had three children, Jeannine, Michel, and Alain. Source: “Rediscovering Fernande 
Decruck’s Sonate en Ut# Pour Saxophone Alto (Ou Alto) et Orchestre” by Joren 
Cain

Out of this World by David Maslanka
Out of this World was commissioned by Jason Kush and the Three Rivers New 
Music Consortium. The piece is based on the poem Out of this World by Irish poet 
Seamus Heaney and is dedicated to Heaney’s lifelong friend and Polish poet Cz-
eslaw Milosz. In the poem, Heaney describes his experience of communion during 
a Catholic Mass as a mysterious and time stopping experience. 
 Like everybody else I bowed my head

during the consecration of the bread and wine,
lifted my eyes to the raised host and chalice,

believed (whatever it means) that a change occurred.
 

I went to the altar rails and received the mystery
on my tongue, returned to my place, shut my eyes fast, made

an act of thanksgiving, opened my eyes, and felt
time start up again.

 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . I cannot

disavow words like “thanksgiving” or “host”
or “communion bread.” They have an undying

tremor and draw, like well water far down.

David Maslanka (1943-2017) was an American composer who wrote music for 
choir, band, orchestra, and chamber ensembles. Maslanka published almost 130 
pieces, including nine symphonies, fifteen concerti, and a full Mass. His composi-
tions are rhythmically intense and complex, highly tonal, and melodically-oriented. 
Maslanka received a Bachelor of Music from Oberlin Conservatory and a Masters 
of Music and Doctor of Philosophy from Michigan State University. He received five 
residency fellowships at the Macdowell Colony in Peterborough, NH and numer-
ous grants from the University of Connecticut Research Foundation, the American 
Music Center, and the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers 
(ASCAP). Maslanka earned the National Endowment for the Arts Composer Award 
three times as well as the 1999 National Symphony Orchestra regional composer-
in-residence award. Source: davidmaslanka.com 
   


